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State and local public authorities have had considerable experience complying with the 
Public Authorities Accountability Act of 2005 and Public Authorities Reform Act of 
2009.  
 
Among the Law’s more significant aspects is the establishment of the independent 
Authorities Budget Office (ABO) to ensure that more than 500 state and local authorities, 
and more than 3,000 board members are in compliance. In the last six years the ABO has 
issued numerous guidance policies and conducted more than 25 compliance reviews. 
Additionally, working with the State Comptroller, the Public Authorities Reporting 
Information System (PARIS) was established to capture and provide public access to key 
State and local public authority operating data. 
 
At this point in time, as the ABO embarks on its next steps, the Public Authorities Project 
of the Government Law Center at Albany Law School thought it worthwhile to host an 
interactive three hour program on the ABO and the application of PAAA and PARA and 
their strengths and weaknesses. 
 
Today’s program will address four general topics: 
 

1. The ABO is either obliged or inclined to make recommendations about the 
following topics. What are the program attendees’ views on these topics? 

o board member compensation 
o board member term limits 
o statutory debt caps 
o mission creep 
o effect of ex officio positions on board independence 

2. Common problems the ABO has encountered among state and local authorities 
based upon their compliance reviews. 

3. The attendees’ perception of problems with PAAA, PARA and PARIS that may 
merit legislative and/or regulatory action. 

4. The ABO’s future strategy for compliance and enforcement. 
 
The panel members include David Kidera, the Director of the Authorities Budget Office, 
Lorrie Smith, Legislative Director to Assemblyman Brennan, Tom Nitido, Deputy 
Comptroller, Office of Budget Policy and Analysis, and Scott Fein, Director of the 
Public Authorities Project of the Government Law Center and member of the Task Force 
on Public Authority Reform. 


